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In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97 and L98, the attention of the 
Patent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the documents listed on the attached form 
PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that the documents be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, and that the documents be made of record therein and appear 
among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after the 
U.S. filing date and after the maiHng date of the first Office Action on the merits, but before the 
mailing date of the Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance. 

The information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a 
communication from the European Patent Office in the corresponding European application, and, 
to the knowledge of the person signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item 

of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to any individual 
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designated in Sec. 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the fiUng of the information 
disclosure statement (37 CFR 1.97(e)(2)). 

A check in the amount of $180.00 is attached. Any deficiency or overpayment should be 
charged or credited to Deposit Account No. 07-1337. 



1700 Diagonal Road, Suite 310 
Alexandria, Virginia 223 14 
(703) 684-1111 WEB/ejb 
Facsimile: (703)518-5499 
Date: March 10, 2004 



Respectfully submitted, 

LOWE HAUPTMAN OILMAN & BERNER, LLP 




William E. Beaumont 
Registration No. 30,996 
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ATTY. DOCKET NO, 
4636-001 


U.S. PATENT 
APPLICATION NO. 
09/857,419 


APPLICANT 

Kristen J. HUGHES 


FILING DATE 
December 3, 1999 


GROUP 
1724 






EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING 
DATE 




4,306,516 


Dec. 22, 1981 


Currey 










5,622,697 


Apr. 22, 1997 


Moore, Jr. 










5,626,644 


May 6, 1997 


Northrop 
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EXAMINER'S 
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PATENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Translation 


Yes 


No 
































































EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED | 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 



